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It is very true that till that time, when my Lord Treasurer used so many asseverations of the King's intention of continuing to govern by law, and made it pretty clear to me that some of the chief of the country faction were driving on their particular interest under colour of the public good, I had much more belief of their truth and sincerity.
The Parliament met on the 15th. That which, the King did chiefly desire of us this session was a convenient sum for the building and rigging the ships. The country party obstructed all they could the giving above 400,000/.; the Court party were for a million, or 800,000/. at the least; the moderate men were for 600,000/., which sum was granted, and for which sum I ga,ve my vote, for the rebuilding of thirty men of war of several rates.
My Lord Treasurer took this so well that I went not to the height with those men that did all they could to weaken the Crown, that he would needs carry me to kiss his Majesty's hand (which ceremony I had not then performed since my arrival in town). He presented me to him in the lobby of the House of Lords, next to the 'princes' lodgings, there being nobody present but the King, his lordship, and myself. My lord told the King a great many good things of me more than I deserved, but last that as my family had been loyal, he knew my disposition was to follow the steps of it; and the best way to be confirmed in that was to understand how little truth there was in the pretences now set on foot to withdraw gentlemen from their duty in this particular. The King said he had known me long, and hoped I knew him so well that I should not believe those reports of him. I know, says he, it is said I intend the subversion of the religion and government; that I intend to govern by the army and by arbitrary power, to lay aside Parliaments, and to raise money by other ways. But every man (nay those that say it the most) knows it is false. There is no